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The following observations wire made in the area of RBD Berlin on 4 and
5 April 1955:

a. On 5 April, the VP guard was withdrawn from the telephone exchange of
RBA 2/3. No VP guards have been observed at this RBA after that date.

b. The new duty schedule which went into effect on 1 April did not
involve major changes at HBD Berlin. Only Sunday duty schedules
were subject to major changes. The new Sunday schedule was most
vehemently opposed by shunting persomncl who refused to work a
12~hour shift. By order of the Ministry of Traffic, all railroad
personnel who refused to work the new duty schedules will be
discharged without prior notice. One of the most efficient
shunting foremen at the BerlinSchoeneweide railroad station
refused to comply with the new schedule. Vhen he was ziven
dismissal notice, he recanted and vorked the longest permissible
shift on 5 April. Previously, there was a tacit agreement anong
the erployees of RBA 2/3 ’acca~dihg to which, personnel who lived
outside Berlin ended their shift so as to be able to reach the
next train to their places of residence. This practice was
discontinued, and on a Sunday, one Heinrich (fnu), whose shift
officially ended at 2200 hours,was not allowed to take the 2115
train but had to wait until midnight before he could 3o home.

The release of,enployess at the end of shifts is daily controlled
by RBD Berlin.

Between 1 and 5 April, it was learned that the new duty schedule was
ascepted by employces of RBA 1, Berlin. The shunting personnel resents,
howusver, the new Sunday schedule chich envisages a l2-hour shift. One
Hoffmenn (fnu), chief of the Department for Rolling Stock at HBD Berlin,
Schmidt (fnu), assistant station master in the area of RBD Schwerin,
and Voolkner (fnu), station master at Berlin-Greifswalderstrusse were
given dismissal notices because the; had opposed the new duty achedule.

On 1 April, the railroad persomnel employed at the Haldenslsben reilroad
astation in the area of RBD Magdoburg were informed that they would
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henceferth have to work 12<hour shifts. This measurc has been taken with
e view ¢f veducing wailrosd personancl by one sixth. The railroad men were
not <c be paid higher wages in spive of longer working hours. At a rally
of rerilzrcad men held on 2 April, the rdéilroad men spoke against
the new ragulations. Their epoke enan,one Sohittchen (fmu), was given
dismisssl notice et the end of the rally. The Haldensleben ruilyoad
staticn was occupled by reinforced detaile of the transportation police.
Train personnel reported that the Magdeburg and Deesau railroad stations
warz? also occupied by reinforced transportation police details on 2
Aprilu

The inuroduction c¢f the new duty schedule which went into effect on 1
April, crested much unrest amcng the personnel of the Seddin marshalling
yard, 3trileg would prgbably kave occurred if major KVP details had not
appeared on the scene.” It is noteworthy that the new duty scheduie nad
officially heen discussed by railroad persomnel before it weni into
effect., A1l railroad men at Seddin including SED and trade union members
rejected the new duty sohedule. The resclution was tranemitted to one
Hoffmann {fnu), chief of the Administrative Dspartment at RBD Berlih.
Hofimann who expressed hiz satisfaction about this resolution has been
dischazgeld. In the mcontims the situeticn hes ensed, but the KVP was
ordeved tn wmmain at Seddin until 15 April 1955,

The azonomy measures mentionsd were
v s oeecbion with an overall eaonomy drive involving the increase
of work nexea and reduction of wages. e economy measures were demsnded
oh tha Piat Plenary Sasaion of the SED Central Committee and zt the
Trafii: Ccnference held in Leipsig in early February. \

o The ditterness of the railroad men sbout these measures
nace e GDR aathorities fear a sirike similar %to that of 17
June 1757, Rutless reusuras were teken to prevent the outbreak of such
a striie. Uhe wecent Sl action against "enemy sgents and saboteurs” is
possibiy commented with thess measur:s,

2, | fomment. Ludwig Woffmann was known to be chief of the Department

for Rolling Stock at RBD Berlin,
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